
Unveiling Edward Albee's American Dream: A
Comprehensive Study Guide

Welcome to our comprehensive study guide for Edward Albee's seminal
play, American Dream. This guide is designed to provide you with a
comprehensive understanding of this thought-provoking and influential
work, exploring its themes, characters, and historical context.
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Overview of American Dream

Edward Albee's American Dream premiered in 1961 and quickly
established itself as a groundbreaking work of American theater. The play
is a scathing satire that dissects the superficiality, hypocrisy, and decay of
the American Dream. Albee creates a world where reality and illusion blur,
and characters struggle to find meaning and connection in a society that
has lost its way.

Major Themes

The American Dream: The play explores the elusive nature of the
American Dream and its corrosive effects on individuals and society. Albee
challenges the ideals of success, material wealth, and personal fulfillment,
revealing the often-tragic consequences they can bring. Conformity:
American Dream depicts a society where conformity is prized above
individuality. Characters are forced to conform to societal norms and
expectations, suffocating their true selves and stifling their growth.
Isolation: The characters in the play are isolated and alienated from one
another. They crave connection but are unable to break through the
barriers that separate them, resulting in loneliness and despair. The
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Absurd: Albee uses elements of the absurd to highlight the irrationality and
meaninglessness of modern life. The characters behave in bizarre and
illogical ways, reflecting the chaos and disarray of the world they inhabit.

Character Profiles

Mommy and Daddy: An elderly couple who embody the traditional values
of the American Dream. They are obsessed with material possessions and
social status, but their relationship is hollow and empty. Grandma:
Mommy's mother, a ghostly figure who haunts the family home. She
represents the past and the forgotten values that have been abandoned in
the pursuit of the American Dream. Young Man and Young Woman: A
young couple who represent the hopes and dreams of the younger
generation. They are naive and idealistic, but their optimism is quickly
shattered by the harsh realities of the American Dream. Mrs. Barker: A
social worker who represents the forces of authority and conformity. She
attempts to impose Free Download and control on the chaotic world of the
play, but her efforts are ultimately futile.

Discussion Questions

1. How does Albee use satire to critique the American Dream?2. What
are the consequences of conformity in American Dream?3. How does
the play explore the theme of isolation?4. Discuss the role of the
absurd in American Dream.5. What do the characters of Mommy and
Daddy represent?6. How does the character of Grandma symbolize
the past?7. What are the hopes and dreams of the Young Man and
Young Woman?8. What is Mrs. Barker's role in the play?9. How does
the play reflect the social and cultural landscape of America in the



1960s?10. What is the play's message about the American Dream and
its impact on individuals and society?

Edward Albee's American Dream is a powerful and provocative play that
remains relevant today. This study guide provides a comprehensive
overview of the play's major themes, characters, and historical context,
offering students and theater enthusiasts alike a deeper understanding and
appreciation of Albee's masterpiece.
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