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An Extraordinary Life, Captured in Print

Step into the captivating world of George Smith, a legendary figure in the
annals of Middle Eastern archaeology and Assyriology. His audacious
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expeditions and groundbreaking discoveries forever altered our
understanding of ancient history.
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In this meticulously researched and engrossing biography, Rupert
Guinness takes us on an extraordinary journey, unveiling the enigmatic
character and unwavering determination of this remarkable explorer.

Pioneer of Babylonian Archaeology

Born into a humble family in London, George Smith's path to greatness
began with a burning passion for the unknown. At the age of 14, he
immersed himself in the study of Assyriology, the decipherment of the
ancient cuneiform script of Mesopotamia.

His breakthrough came in 1872 when, working at the British Museum, he
deciphered a crucial fragment of a Babylonian tablet. This revealed the
existence of an epic poem known as the "Epic of Gilgamesh," one of the
oldest and most significant works of world literature.
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The Epic of Gilgamesh and Beyond

Smith's decipherment of the Epic of Gilgamesh sent shockwaves
throughout the archaeological community. It provided tantalizing glimpses
into the lives and beliefs of the ancient Babylonians, shedding new light on
the origins of civilization.

Emboldened by his success, Smith embarked on a series of daring
expeditions to the Middle East. He visited the ruins of ancient Nineveh and
Nimrud, unearthing treasures such as the famous "Broken Obelisk" and the
"Lion Hunt Reliefs."

A Legacy of Monumental Discoveries

George Smith's contributions to archaeology extended far beyond his
decipherment of the Epic of Gilgamesh. He played a pivotal role in
establishing the chronology of ancient Mesopotamia and laid the foundation
for the modern study of Assyriology.

Tragically, Smith's life was cut short at the age of 36 when he succumbed
to dysentery while on an expedition in Syria. However, his legacy lives on
through his groundbreaking discoveries and the inspiration he provided to
future generations of archaeologists.

Rupert Guinness's Masterful Biography

Rupert Guinness's biography of George Smith is a testament to the
enduring fascination with this extraordinary figure. Through meticulous
research and captivating prose, Guinness paints a vivid portrait of Smith's
life and achievements.



The book explores Smith's personal motivations, his struggles, and his
triumphs. Guinness deftly weaves together historical context,
archaeological evidence, and personal anecdotes to create a compelling
narrative.

For anyone interested in the history of archaeology, ancient Mesopotamia,
or the life of an intrepid explorer, George Smith: The Biography by Rupert
Guinness is an essential read.

Free Download Your Copy Today!

Don't miss out on this captivating biography that brings the extraordinary
life and legacy of George Smith to life. Free Download your copy today and
embark on an unforgettable journey through the annals of history.

Free Download Now
Additional Features:

= Hardcover edition with stunning dust jacket
= Over 300 pages of insightful text and captivating imagery
= Foreword by acclaimed Assyriologist Dr. Irving Finkel

= Extensive bibliography and index for further research
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